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Act ivit ies
Ongoing: Centennial Challenge

Interchange meet ing held with industry and academics on Oct. 21, 2014
Well at tended; 47 part icipants represent ing large and small inst itut ions
Strong interest expressed by part icipants but there are barriers to be worked

High cost of entry into building Silicon Carbide or other wide band gap electronics may
mean small inst itutes will need to team with the few potent ial suppliers
Academics may need seed funding for purchases

The NASA Centennial Program Of f ice was represented and also
encourage by what they heard/saw
Next Steps

Challenge team will incorporate feedback into upcoming RFI and the challenge structure,
possibly including seed funds for Academic inst itut ions
Will cont inue to try and foster partnering
A RFI could be issued before the end of 2014 - to be worked with HQ, STMD
Opt imist ically a challenge could be announcement by mid-2015 but that is subject to many
factors, later in 2015 is more likely.
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Act ivit ies
November 2014 DPS: Distributed VEXAG documents
December 2014 AGU:   Distribute VEXAG documents at the One
NASA booth
March 2015: Venus Town Hall at LPSC

Workshops and Meet ings
April 7-8, 2015: Internat ional Venus Explorat ion Laboratory
Measurements and Instrument Def init ion Workshop (LaRC)
April 9 2015: 12    VEXAG mth eet ing at NASA LaRC; af ter Discovery
submissions and FY16 Budget release
May 4-6, 2015: Comparat ive tectonics and geodynamics of Venus, 
Earth, and Exoplanets, Keck Center, Caltech, Pasadena
September 8-11, 2015: Comparat ive Climate of the Terrestrial
Planets II, NASA Ames
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Venus Gravity Assist Science Opportunity (VeGASO) Panel

VeGASO is a top-level advisory group for the assessment of prof ile science
collaborat ions with NASA’s Solar Probe Plus (SPP), ESA’s Solar Orbiter (SO)
and Bepi-Colombo missions during these mission f ly-bys of Venus.

The primary role of the VeGASO Panel is to ident ify/assess synergist ic Venus
science observat ions that could be performed using the many gravity assist
opportunit ies of the above ment ioned missions, and to document their f indings
and priorit ies for this possible collaborat ive science oportunit ies that respond
to the Venus Explorat ion Analysis Group (VEXAG) goals and object ives.

Schedule
October 2014 - March 2015 - Bi Weekly Telecons
November 18-19, 2014  ̶ Strategic Coordinat ing Co-chairs Meet ing
Late January 2015 - Draf t Report
March 2015 - Final Report Planetary Science Subcommit tee 4



Venus Express News

Hakan Svedhen, ESA’s Venus Express Project Scient ist, announced
during the f irst week of November that the Venus Express Mission
received the recommendat ions from ESA’s Solar System
Explorat ion Working Group and Solar System Advisory Group that 
Venus Express operat ions should be funded unt il September 30,
2015. Thus bodes well for a f inal approval by ESA’s Science
Program Commit tee (SPC) later in November.

As fuel running low, crit ical t imes occur at the end of the month
(start ing 23 November) and again in February when periapsis raise
maneuvers will have to be executed.
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Issues (same as previously discussed)

VEXAG is concerned that since many programs have been consolidated in
the Solar Systems Working solicitat ion it may be hard to assess how the
Venus community fares in this new structure.

VEXAG has expressed its concerns on this restructuring and the only way
to judge how well these concerns have been addressed is to do an in-
depth analysis on the select ion rates of the Solar System Working awards.

We request NASA undertake such an analysis, which would be extremely
benef icial and useful to the ent ire planetary community.

We also suggest that NASA PSD review their goals and metrics and assess
the overall R&A restructuring.

We can then evaluate the report to assess its posit ive or negat ive impacts
to the Venus science community. 8

11-21-2014


	Presentation Cover: VEXAG Update NASA PSS Meeting - November 21, 2014
	Activities: Ongoing
	Activities
	Venus Gravity Assist Science Opportunity (VeGASO) Panel
	Venus Express News
	Science Nugget
	The ionosphere of Venus from Venus Express
	Issues (same as previously discussed)



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		VEXAG-PSS-Nov-2014=TAGGED.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


