12/26/2025

The Mercury Planetary
Orbiter ejects the
sunshield, and continues
to its own orbit

12/20/2025

The Mercury Planetary
Orbiter releases the Mercury
Magnetospheric Orbiter

12/5/2025

The science orbiters, still
attached, are captured by
Mercury’s gravity

10/24/2025

Release of Mercury
Planetary Orbiter & Mercury
Magnetospheric Orbiter

3/14/2026

The Mercury Planetary
Orbiter arrives in its
final orbit

Launch: Ariane 5 - October 20, 2018

www.nasa.gov

BepiColombo will deliver ESA’s Mercury Planetary Orbiter and the Japanese Mercury Magnetospheric Orbiter
to Mercury, together with gravity assist flyhys at Earth, Venus and Mercury itself.



