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Year 1 Goal: Increased cross-divisional & cross-directorate activity in Astrobiology at NASA.

We are in the process of planning several interdisciplinary community activities designed to 

explore and catalyze new interdivisional collaborations and the potential for possible new 

interdivisional programs. 

Earth Science:
EPSCoR on Ocean Worlds

Ocean Drilling Workshop (joint with NSF). April 2-4, Washington DC

Grinspoon will attend joint NSF/NASA ocean drilling workshop in early April and meet 

with NSF Program officers to explore increasing interagency cooperation in this and 

other areas.

Astrophysics:
Possible Ideas Lab:  Exoplanet biosignatures (late 2024)

Supporting HWO working group on exoplanet biosignatures.

Joint communication efforts with Astrophysics on potential biosignature discoveries. 

Biological and Physical Sciences:
Exploring Workshop on Metagenomics in Astrobiology, Space Biology and Planetary 

Protection.

Cross-cutting interdivisional theme: 
Future of Life.









Future of Life

• Technosignatures

• Future of Earth

• Sustainability (writ large)

• Long term fates & states of biospheres & 
technospheres

• The future as exoplanet

• Becoming interplanetary

• Survival of Earth life on other planets

• Multigenerational life in isolated habitats

• Solar/stellar evolution and habitable zones

• The sun’s future path through the galaxy

• How does life extend (or limit) the habitable lifetime of 
a planet?







We are starting to plan an activity to formulate a new Astrobiology Strategy

New Hire: NPMP

Rachel Harris, Post-Doc at Harvard

Starts at NASA HQ May 1, 2024. 

Astrobiology Strategy 2025





In-person 2/6-2/8 Virtual 2/16, 2/23, 3/1

Who was involved?
Participants: scientists selected from applicants with relevant expertise

Mentors: scientists who help the participants focus on the topic

Facilitators: professionals who help the group focus on the process



Research 
Coordination 
Networks





RCN Update Schedule
• NExSS Assessment (2023)

• Working with RCN co-leads now – needs assessment
• What are current support levels?

• How are they being used?

• What is not being supported?

• Prioritization?

• Targeting FY2025 for new support method

• ICAR Solicited in ROSES-24

• Next Steps: Co-Leads Succession planning 



Questions?
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