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C
osm

ic Reef
U

ndersea and space w
orlds com

bine in this fam
ous H

ubble 
picture. C

om
m

only called the “C
osm

ic Reef,” this im
age of 

the nebulae N
G

C
 2014 (red) and N

G
C

 2020 (blue) resem
bles 

m
asses of bum

py coral grow
ing on the ocean fl

oor. 

A
 collection of bright stars 10 to 20 tim

es m
ore m

assive 
than our Sun reside in the m

iddle of N
G

C
 2014, em

itting 
ultraviolet radiation that heats and pushes nebulous gas 
into bubble-like shapes. The red gas is cooler hydrogen 
and nitrogen, w

hile the blue gas tow
ard the upper right is 

oxygen heated to nearly 20,000 degrees Fahrenheit. By 
contrast, a single m

am
m

oth star 200,000 tim
es brighter 

than our Sun created the sm
aller nebula N

G
C

 2020 as it 
cast off its outer layers of gas in a series of eruptive events.
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