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Barred Spiral G
alaxy N

G
C

 1300
The H

ubble telescope captured a display of starlight, glow
ing gas, and silhouetted dark clouds of interstellar dust in this im

age of the barred spiral galaxy N
G

C
 1300. N

G
C

 1300 lies roughly 69 m
illion light-

years aw
ay and is considered a prototypical barred spiral galaxy. Barred spirals differ from

 norm
al spiral galaxies in that the arm

s of the galaxy do not spiral all the w
ay into the center, but are connected to 

the tw
o ends of a straight bar of stars containing the nucleus at its center.

W
ith H

ubble’s resolution, m
any never before seen fi

ne details are revealed throughout the galaxy’s arm
s, disk, bulge, and nucleus. Blue and red supergiant stars, star clusters, and star-form

ing regions are 
w

ell resolved across the spiral arm
s. D

ust lanes trace out fi
ne structures in the disk and bar. N

um
erous, m

ore distant galaxies are visible in the background, even through the densest regions of N
G

C
 1300.

In the core of N
G

C
 1300’s larger spiral structure, the nucleus show

s its ow
n extraordinary and distinct spiral structure that is about 3,300 light-years across. O

nly galaxies w
ith large-scale bars appear to have 

these secondary inner disks – a spiral w
ithin a spiral. A

stronom
ers refer to these as ‘grand design’ galaxies. 
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