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The bright, w
ispy gas lanes of the Veil N

ebula drape across 
this im

age. A
bout 8,000 years ago, a star 20 tim

es m
ore 

m
assive than our Sun exploded, sending out w

aves of debris 
that have since coalesced into the fi

lam
entary collection 

seen here. A
s the debris shot across the sky at speeds near 

1 m
illion m

iles per hour, it collided w
ith a w

all of cooler and 
denser interstellar gas, creating so m

uch heat that it em
itted 

light, a process called “shock heating.”

In this im
age, the color red corresponds to the elem

ent 
hydrogen, green to sulfur, and blue to oxygen. The Veil N

ebula 
is 110 light-years across and located 2,100 light-years from

 
Earth in the constellation C

ygnus, the S
w

an. This im
age only 

captures tw
o light-years of the enorm

ous nebula. 
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