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Bursts of star form
ation and billow

ing plum
es of hydrogen 

gas fi
ll this im

age of W
esterlund 2, a star cluster located 

20,000 light-years aw
ay in the constellation C

arina. The 
cluster holds 3,000 stars, including som

e of the hottest, 
brightest, and m

ost m
assive stars in our galaxy. The cluster 

is only about 2 m
illion years old and spans 6 to 13 light-years. 

U
ltraviolet radiation and strong stellar w

inds em
anating 

from
 the star cluster shape the nebulous gas to the left of 

the im
age. Scientists believe that new

 stars form
 w

ithin 
this gaseous landscape, sparked by stellar w

inds barreling 
into dense w

alls of gas. Throughout this im
age, young 

stars surrounded by cocoons of gas and dust appear as red 
dots. To capture this level of detail, N

A
SA’s H

ubble Space 
Telescope observed W

esterlund 2 in visible and near-
infrared light. 
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